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importance for any further study of the subject. Grierson made 
it clear that 'Dardic' was only a general name which was being 
extended, for the sake of convenience, to all the Aryan iinguages 
spoken іп the region of Dardistan.! On the basis of phiclogical 
evidence, Grierson pointed that there was an unmistakable philo- 
logical link between Sindhi, Lahnda and the Dardic lazzunges.? 
This conclusion of Grierson has hardly been modified or zdvanced 
by later research. It is necessary that we may explore further 
the nature of this philological link, mainly to determine whether 
Sindhi апа Lahnda are derived from Sanskrit or they heve deve- 
loped along with the Dardic languages, independently as = distinct 
"Indus Valley Group’. 

Grierson supported his view regarding an early philolo- 
gical Нок between Sindhi and Lahnda on the one млд the 
Dardic languages on the other, by pointing out their common 
characteristics of retaining ‘1' in the Past-tense and “Г in the 
past-participle. For instance, from the verb Чо drink’ :he past 
tense іп Sindhi will be рію (he drank), and in Latada (as 
well as іп Panjabi which is influenced by Lahnda) it will be 
pita. Some other examples in Sindhi are warto (he got, sarto 
(Бе became satisfied), parto (he made up the differences or he 
was entrusted to) etc. Similar examples іп Lahnda and Panjabi 
are sita (he зе, kita (he did) etc. It шву also be pointed 
that in the Gujrb dialect of Pishmal valley, we find tte same 
1 preserved in past tense. For instance, from the vers di-ana 
or dina (to give), past-teose will be di-ıh. Now the on: typical 
peculiarity of Dardic із that the letter ¢ when it comes Setween 
two vowels is not elided, but is kept without chunge. In all 
the Indo-Aryan languages and Indian Prakrits such з г first 
became d and then disappeared. For example in Hindi-Urdu, 
we have these past tenses as ріуа (he drank), kiya (зе did) 
сіс. Again, the past-participle in the Dardic languages, €. є. 
in the Maiyan dialect of Kohistan and also occasionally in Shina 
language of Gilgit, retains Ч", Thus in Aatyan, past-participle 


1 ља, р. 1. 
% Ibid. vol. 1, part г, рр. 139-40. 
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To sit we-ha-nnu be-sa-na baithna 
(ома) (0-3) (ы) 


(5) Both іп Sindhi and Gujro, words signifying masculine gender 
end іп о (3), while those denoting feminine gender end in 


ee (5). 
English Sindhi Сиро 
в horse ghorro ghorro 
(847) (3°) 
а mare : ghorree ghorree 
(3987) (вн) 
а dog kuto kuto 
з 4 
(+) (+5) 
a bitch kutee kutee 
+ з 
(5) (зб) 
а he-cat bilo bilo 
(зм) (28) 
а she-cat bilee bilee 
сөз) (өз) 
а rupee гораус rupayo 
С заз) ( заз ) 
a roof kottha kottho 
(2897) (ия) 
a thick eye-brow bhiroonto bbiroonto 
+ 
(9) (sa) 
the inside of the house «его dero 


(заз) (323) 
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піпе 


ten 


eleven 


twelve 


thirteen, 


fourteen 


fifteen 


sixteen 


seventeen 


eighteen 


nineteen 


twenty 
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navan/naon 
tar ase 


(411054) 
daha 


(5) 


yaraho 


СРЕ 


(vl) 


barahn 
are 


(ся) 


te-rahn 


Ал, 
(за) 
cho-dban 
On 
(vi) 
pand-rahn 
(ara) 


sorahn 
аА 


( 2235») 
sat-rahn 
ьо є 
(ок ле) 


ar-rrahn 


. gee 
Coed!) 
connech 


(ел) 


weeh 
(нз) 


naon 


442 
(99) 
data 
(5) 
уп-гаћп 
(os) 
ba-rabn 
( о ) 
te-rahn 
(2) 
chao-dhan 
(әне) 
рапд-таћа 
(ana) 
so-raha 
Cors) 
satfi-rabo 
(a) 
attha-rahn 
(са Т) 


unech 
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beeh 
(és) 
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\ “either Sindhi or Lahnda is derived from any Dardic language 
but admits the foreign Dardic influence on these languages." 
И may be pointed out that in view об the philological and 
phonetic peculiarities of Sindhi, its geographical isolation, its 
distance from the Sanskrit orbit of influence, and the continuous 
subjection of the lower Indus Valley to the political influence 
and population migrations from the West rather than from the 
East, it is yet to be established whether Sindhi is derived 
directly and only from Sanskrit.” The distinct nature of Sindhi, 
Lahnda, and the Dardic languages (of Kashmir, Коуп and 
Gilgit) rather suggest that they owe their origin to the common 
stock of Aryan tongues spoken at the time of early Aryan 
settlements all along the Indus Valley. It has already been 
accepted that Palsachi, the mother of the Dardic languages, 
‘was a very ancient language, a sister, and not a daughter of 
the form of speech which ultimately developed as literary 
Sanskrit. Sanskrit developed later on after the Aryans had 
left behind their early settiments on the Indus, and migrated 
eastward and began a new phase of their settled life. There, 
from the common stock of the "Indus Valley Languages” of 
the Aryans, originated and developed Sanskrit which, influenced 
the Indus Valley languages (Sindhi, Labnda, Kashmiri ect.) іо 
later times, mainly through some form of Pali Prakrit. However 
despite this influence, these languages have preserved their early 
group-affinity aad also their philological phonetic originality to 
the present times. 


х ыа, р. 141, ft. 

а This subject has been discussed іп details by the writer in а mano- 
graph on "А Brief History of Sindhi Language", the Tuhfa-e-Larkana, 
Hyderabad, 1962. 

1 СГ. Grierson: Linguistic Survey of India, vot. vun, part-i,pp. 3-4. 


